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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 27, 2006
West takes reins of Cameron University’s Criminal Justice Program in Oklahoma City
The Cameron University Department of Criminal Justice and Sociology is proud to announce the addition of visiting Associate Professor Angela West, Ph.D., as the Director of the “CU in OKC Criminal Justice Program.” 
The program is designed to meet the needs of students living and working in the Oklahoma City area who are attempting to complete their bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. 
“This is a vital program that has the potential to change the lives of countless individuals and families,” West said. “I am thankful for the opportunity to help expand the program, and I’m looking forward to helping Cameron’s Oklahoma City students.”

The program, which began in 2003 under the direction of the Cameron University Office of Educational Outreach, is being reorganized under West’s leadership. West, a criminologist with 12 years of university teaching and administrative experience, has conducted research and been widely published in the area of criminal justice policy and practice.  
She has maintained close working relationships with law enforcement and correctional agencies, studying controversial issues, such as racial profiling, use of force, police pursuits, and correctional release policies.  

“Historically, the program has been directed toward professionals working in the criminal justice field, although other interested individuals are always welcome and encouraged to apply,” West said. 
(over)

West, ADD ONE
Hosted by the Oklahoma City Police Department at their Training Center, the program currently has about 50 students, has graduated 15 students, and several are set to graduate in May.

Students who have completed or nearly completed an associate’s degree can transition into a bachelor’s program in a “fast-track” format, West said.

Courses are offered once a month during the Summer, Fall, and Spring. For each three-credit hour course, students attend class two nights a week, five hours a night, for four weeks.  During any given year, students have the opportunity to complete 36 hours toward the degree requirements.

Cameron criminal justice professor Danny Ford and departmental advisor Jerry Hrnciar will work with Linda Phillips, Cameron University Registrar, to make sure students are kept on track to complete their degree requirements in a timely fashion.  
“This program will offer Cameron’s Oklahoma City students more opportunities, opportunities that don’t otherwise exist for them,” said Gordon Crews, Ph.D., the new Chair of the Department of Criminal Justice and Sociology. 
To help introduce students to the “CU in OKC Criminal Justice Program,” a reception will be held from 4-6 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 31, at the OKCPD Training Center, located at 800 North Portland in Oklahoma City.
Current students should come prepared to discuss their progress with an advisor. Potential students should bring a current copy of their transcripts. Application packets will be on hand and enrollment for the Spring and Summer semesters will be available. Information about a potential master’s degree through this program also will be distributed. 

For more information, please contact West or Crews at 580.581.2498.    
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