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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 21, 2005

Cameron University Ebony Society hosts special lecture for author Betty Fisher 
Betty K. Fisher’s life changed twice on Sept. 11.

The first time was on Sept. 11, 1959, when a court ordered Warren County schools in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley to open its high school doors to Fisher and 21 other African American students. Fisher’s father, James William Kilby, filed the history-changing lawsuit on behalf of his daughter, because as the grandson of slaves, Kilby believed education was the key to a more prosperous life for his children. 

The night the court handed down its ruling a bullet shattered the kitchen window of the 13-year-old’s home in Front Royal. It was the beginning of what was to come for Fisher. Though the court ruling was a triumph for civil rights, Fisher did not feel victories while attending the previously all-white high school. 

She was prohibited from taking part in sports, extracurricular activities or attending the school’s prom. Teachers turned their heads when white students harassed and assaulted her, and law enforcement did the same when someone burned a cross on the family’s lawn and mutilated one of its calves. Fisher went on to write and lecture about her experiences.

Fisher and the other students persevered. Fisher went on to earn an associate degree in business management, and bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business administration.
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By 2001, Fisher was living the American dream. She had worked her way into a management position with American Airlines and oversaw billions of dollars in real estate transactions every year.

Then 9/11 happened. 

As the horrific tragedies of that day unfolded, Fisher never realized the terrorist attacks would result in the company eliminating thousands of jobs, including hers. But once again Fisher overcame adversity. 

Now Fisher is an authored and lecturer, speaking about her life’s struggles in Virginia and beyond.

“My book and speaking engagements have brought so much healing to me and others,” Fisher said. 

Fisher told a story of when she lectured at a local library in Virginia and a high school peer sat in the front row and quietly cried throughout the presentation. 

“They didn’t know (what they had done),” Fisher said of the tortures of her youth. “They were doing what their parents told them to do.” 

On Thursday, Jan. 27, the Cameron University Ebony Society will host the author and lecturer. The event will take place at 7 p.m. in the University Theatre at 27th and A Avenue in Lawton. A small reception will follow the lecture to allow the audience to meet Fisher.

This special presentation is made possible through a grant from CU’s Lectures and Concert series and the Ebony Society. Admission to the event is free and open to the public. 

For more information, call 580/351-4475.

– 30 –

PR#05-014
Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 
