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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 18, 2004

CU professional journalists to host Frosty Troy

The Cameron University chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists will host a lecture by guest speaker Forrest J. “Frosty” Troy from 7-8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 6, in the Shepler Mezzanine.
Troy’s lecture is free and open to the public.
Troy, a nationally acclaimed speaker and award-winning editor of the Oklahoma Observer, is a well-known Oklahoma advocate for good government, free enterprise and decent social programs. 
In addition to appearances on Nightline and 20/20 and commentating for National Public Radio, Troy has also been nominated for Pulitzer Prize and has shared the Walter Cronkite Faith and Freedom Award with ABC news anchor Peter Jennings. 
Troy will lecture on “What Free Press?” According to Lindsay Baugh, a junior radio/television communication major and president of SPJ, the chapter chose this topic for two reasons.  

“Hosting an activity on freedom of the press is a part of the national SPJ requirements for each chapter,” Baugh said. “We felt ‘What Free Press’ was a good topic that would appeal to anyone interested in any area of journalism.” 

(over)

troy, ADD ONE
The organization learned about Troy from Dr. Gil Hernandez, associate journalism professor at Cameron, who co-advises the chapter with assistant communication professor Steve Adams. Hernandez had heard Troy speak before and thought he would be good for the SPJ event. 
“I’ve heard Troy speak on several different occasions,” Hernandez said. “I found him to be a voice of reason. He’s a person who supports public education and rails against government that does not, who recognizes the importance of press freedom and rails against those who abuse that freedom, and who supports freedoms in all areas of life for all Americans and not just those who can afford them.” 
Baugh, who contacted the Oklahoma Observer and asked Troy to speak on campus, is looking forward to hearing Troy’s lecture. 
“I understand he has a great deal of experience in the journalism field,” Baugh said, “and I hope to learn a lot from his visit to Cameron.”
SPJ is a national organization dedicated to promoting the free flow of information, maintaining awareness in the protection of the First Amendment and encouraging ethical behavior and diversity in journalism. It also fights for Freedom of Information and First Amendment rights.
The CU chapter of SPJ started in Fall 2003. According to Hernandez, the organization benefits communication and journalism students by providing them with real life experience and introducing them to issues that directly impact on their chosen career field. 
“SPJ offers students experience in real-life, real-world situations,” Hernandez said. “It helps them gain insight into ethical concerns, press freedom and responsibility and first amendment issues. Students are also given access to a comprehensive website for research and discussions about legal protection.” 
According to Baugh, the organization also offers students the opportunity to learn from and network with other students and professionals in the communication and journalism fields. 
“SPJ allows CU students interested in print or broadcast journalism to make connections with each other,” 

(more)

troy, ADD TWO
Baugh said. “The organization exposes students to professionals in the field, such as Troy. In addition, by becoming a national SPJ member, students gain access to the SPJ website, which provides a wealth of information for and connects students to others involved in journalism across the nation.”   
The CU chapter of SPJ welcomes all students who are interested in any area of broadcast or print journalism. Interested students can contact Baugh at lindsayb@lcisp.com or by calling Hernandez at 580/581-2927 or Adams at 580/581-2477.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.







