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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 26, 2005
Cameron University Alumni Weekend set; full slate of activities scheduled for visitors
Cameron University alumni will return to their alma mater on Friday and Saturday, Oct. 14 and 15, for CU’s annual Alumni Weekend, entitled Always and Forever.

“CU alumni and guests will be treated to a wide variety of enjoyable and entertaining activities,” said Sandy Joyner, Director of Alumni Relations. “We want all alumni to attend and relive the great memories they have at Cameron, as well as see how much the university has grown.”

A full day of activities will kick off Alumni Weekend starting on Friday with Cameron’s annual Academic Convocation at 10 a.m. in the Louise D. McMahon Fine Arts Courtyard, located on CU’s main campus in Lawton. Convocation is free and open to the public.
Other events scheduled for alumni and their guests on Friday include a pizza lunch at noon in the McMahon Center at Cameron Village, followed by coffee and dessert with President Ross and tours of the ever-expanding campus. 
A reception and presentation of commemorative medallions to CU’s “Golden Associates” – those alumni who graduated at least 50 years ago – will be held at 4:30 p.m. at Cameron House, 4400 West Gore Blvd. A barbecue and dance will conclude the first day of events and will be held following the medallion ceremony at 7 p.m. in the Band Room of the Music Building.   
(over)

alumni, ADD ONE
Alumni will return to campus at 10 a.m. Saturday morning for registration and a reception honoring all alumni classes through 1955, the class of 1980 and 1995, Reserve Officer Training Corp (ROTC) and the Presidential Leaders University Scholars (PLUS). The reception will be held in the Shepler Center.

During a luncheon at noon, Dr. Ronald E. Cagle and Senator Daisy Lawler will be presented the CU Alumni Association’s Distinguished Alumni Award. Brig. Gen. Charles B. Allen will be recognized posthumously as a distinguished alum.
Dr. T.K. Bhattacharya, professor of business, and foreign language professor Dr. George Edward Stanley, will be inducted into the CUAA’s Faculty Hall of Fame. At 2 p.m. in the Cameron Village Courtyard, alumni will join together to celebrate 25 years of PLUS with a tree planting ceremony.
Joyner said all reunion activities are open to former students, graduates and friends of Cameron. Reservations are requested for all events excluding Convocation. 
Additional information or reservations can be made by contacting the CU Alumni Relations office at 580/581-2988, via email at alumni@cameron.edu or on the Web site at www.cameron.edu.
Below are brief biographies of this year’s honorees: 
Distinguished Alumni Award winners

Ronald E. Cagle, M.D., F.A.A.P, of Lawton, received an associate degree from Cameron State Agricultural College in 1952. He was president of the Pre-Med Club and a member of the Cameron Science Club, men’s quartet, chorus and Phi Theta Kappa. He graduated from the University of Oklahoma and the University of Oklahoma Medical School. He interned at St. John’s Hospital in Tulsa and completed his pediatric residency at Children’s Memorial Hospital in Oklahoma City. He is semi-retired after 40 years as a pediatrician in Lawton. He has been a neurological consultant for the Comanche County Health Department and served as chief of staff and chief of pediatrics at Comanche County Hospital. As a trustee of the McMahon Foundation for two decades, he has greatly benefited Lawton and Cameron University. 

Senator Daisy Lawler, of Comanche, is a 1973 graduate of Cameron University with a degree in elementary education. A teacher for 28 years, she mentored 10 student teachers and served on the Accreditation Committee for the Department of Education’s recertification. A District 24 State Senator since 2002, her 2005 committee assignments are chair of Agriculture and Rural Development, vice chair of Aerospace, Communications and Technology, vice chair of Education Subcommittee on Appropriations, and member of the Appropriations, Education, Energy and Environment, and Finance and Rules committees. Awards received include Empire Teacher of the Year, Comanche Wife of the Year, Stephens County Farm Bureau Family of the Year, State Hospice Champion and Duncan Woman of the Year.

Brig. Gen. Charles B. Allen died in a helicopter accident November 29, 2004, while serving as Assistant Division Commander (Support) for the Ironhorse Division. He graduated from Cameron University in 1977 with a degree in history and was commissioned a lieutenant of Artillery. He received a master’s degree in administration from Central Michigan University. Recent military assignments included service in the Pentagon as the Balkans Branch Chief, Strategic Plans and Policy Directorate (J5), Joint Staff; Commander of the 4th Infantry Division (Mechanized) Artillery; executive officer to the Army G8; and Director of Integration, Force Development, Army G8. Among his Awards and decorations are the Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, and Joint Service Commendation Medal.

Hall of Fame inductees

T.K. Bhattacharya, Ph.D., of Lawton, received a B.S. in mechanical engineering from Benaras Hindu University in India and a Ph.D. in finance from the University of Oklahoma. A professor in the School of Business, he has taught at Cameron University since 1990. Awards at Cameron include the Hackler Award for Excellence in Teaching, the School of Business Teaching Excellence Award, Distinguished Research Award and Lawton Independent Insurance Agents Chair. He has served as chair of the Department of Business and director of the Business Research Center. As funds manager for the Cameron University Foundation Inc., he has exceeded performance benchmarks in eight of the last 10 years. He has developed two innovative classes in Portfolio Management I and II providing students hands-on securities investment and analysis. He has attained the prestigious Chartered Finance Analyst (CFA) designation.

George Edward Stanley, D.Litt., of Lawton, received a B.A. in French, German, and Portuguese and a M.A. in linguistics from Texas Tech University, and a D.Litt. in linguistics from the University of Port Elizabeth, South Africa. A professor of languages and linguistics, he began his career at Cameron in 1970. He has served as chairman of the Department of Languages and Communication and of the Department of English, Foreign Languages, and Journalism. In addition to all the Germanic and Romance languages, he has taught more than 30 other languages. He has written hundreds of short stories for children and adults and authored almost 100 books for young people.  Awards and honors include a Fulbright Professorship to the University of N’Djamena, Chad, National Member of the Year from the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators and induction into the Oklahoma Writers Hall of Fame.
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Editors and Broadcasters:  For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. Photos of the honorees are available upon request. 

