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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 17, 2006
CU’s student newspaper claims top prize, several individual awards at annual contest
Cameron University’s student newspaper, The Collegian, continued its award-winning history at the Oklahoma Collegiate Press Association (OCPA) conference.
The Collegian earned eight individual awards, and three group awards, including the highest overall honor – the Award of Excellence – at the annual conference, which was held recently in Stillwater. 
The Collegian writers placed in the top four in each of the four major individual categories (News Writing, Editorial Writing, Feature Writing and Sports Writing), while also placing in the top four in four of the five open individual categories (Display Ads, Cartoons, Column Writing, and Reviews). 

Professional journalists from the Kansas Associated Collegiate Press judged the more than 20 Oklahoma collegiate newspapers in the competition, which included work from the 2005 and 2006. 
“This has been yet another successful year for The Collegian,” said Lisa Snider, Managing Editor. “We have excelled in every facet of newspaper production, produced a quality publication week in and week out, and continued the long legacy of excellence passed to us by The Collegian staffs of the past.” 
Not only did The Collegian win the Award of Excellence in the Overall Newspaper category, but the newspaper took the Award of Excellence in the categories of Front Page Design and Interior Page Design. It was the inaugural year for both categories.  
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As for the individual honors, 2005 graduate Angela Sanders placed second in Reviews and took an honorable mention in Column Writing, while Thomas Pruitt, sophomore studio arts major from Lawton, took second place in Cartoons. 
Amanda Rundle, 2005 graduate, won third place for Feature Writing, and Leah Hicks, senior graphic design major from Cache, placed third place for Display Ads. 

Lisa Snider, senior English major from Duncan, (News Writing); Christina Frye, senior mathematics major from Lawton (Sports Writing); and Kathleen Kelly, senior journalism major from Cache (Editorial Writing) all won honorable mentions.
Christopher Keller, the newspaper’s faculty adviser and assistant professor in CU’s department of communication, said the publication’s achievements are a direct result of the diligence shown by the student editors and writers. 

“Producing a quality college newspaper requires a dedicated staff willing to put forth the energy and effort to be successful,” Keller said. “Each week this staff vigorously pursued their goal: To be excellent in every facet of the newspaper production. This year, we again proved that The Collegian is one of the best student newspapers in the state. I am proud of what this staff has accomplished, not just at the OCPA conference, but this entire year. They are truly an extraordinary group of journalists, who all have outstanding futures ahead of them.” 

– 30 –

PR#06-067
Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 
