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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Dec. 9, 2004
Regents approve three new degree programs

in Cameron University’s technology department
The field of opportunity has expanded once again for Cameron University technology students.

Cameron’s governing board approved three new degree programs during its meeting Monday in Norman. 
The board, which oversees the University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University, voted unanimously to create bachelor’s degrees in computer information systems, in engineering design technology and in electronic engineering technology.

“Previously, we offered just a Bachelor of Science in Technology with tracks in each of these areas,” said Vice President of Academic Affairs Dr. Gary Buckley. “But this move better realizes the broad offerings available in our technology department.” 

Cameron president Dr. Cindy Ross pointed to the potential impact the new degrees could have on students and Southwest Oklahoma. 
“We continually strive to be the region’s university of choice and by expanding our field of studies, we are giving our students greater opportunities both in their education and for their future endeavors,” Ross said. “Students who graduate with one of these new degrees will play a key role in furthering the field of technology, as well as impact the economic development of Southwest Oklahoma.”
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The three degree programs will now go to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. Pending final approval from State Regents, the programs will become free-standing degrees. 
During the transition period from one technology degree to four, students currently working on the various technology tracks will be able to substitute previously completed courses for requirements outlined by the new degree programs, said Dr. Richard Braley, chair of the technology department. 
As a marker of the commitment to the new degree fields, a treasure trove of new equipment and necessary software has been secured to help facilitate the more in depth educational experience for students studying in the Electronic Engineering Technology and the Engineering Design Technology programs. 
More than $350,000 in signal testing equipment, programmable logic controllers, “memory” oscilloscopes, surveying equipment, as well as other new equipment, have been purchased using a Carl Perkins III federal funding grant. 
Also a Federation of International Geographers grant of $211,000 was used to create Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and Geographic Position Systems (GPS) courses in the engineering design technology program. 
“The technology department faculty has worked hard to create a learning environment that is completely student-focused and these new degrees are a continuation of that effort,” Braley said. “Students enrolling in the new programs can rest assured that as graduates, they will have received a knowledge base and a set of skills that are most needed by today’s business and industry. I am very excited about the new opportunities these degrees will afford.” 
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