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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 9, 2004

CU art major’s sculpture honored at exhibition
During winter break, a Cameron University art student received the news every aspiring artist hopes to hear: One of his pieces of artwork was selected for public exhibition. 

“Manifest Destiny,” a sculpture by Alex Joel Pena of Lawton, was selected from approximately 300 entries for exhibition in the Four State College Salon at Missouri Southern State University in Joplin. Last weekend, the sculpture was named the third-place winner in the exhibition.
A junior fine arts major with an emphasis on printmaking, Pena submitted his work by sending two 35mm color slides of the piece to Missouri Southern’s art department during its call for entries for the Salon’s invitational exhibition. Mo Neal, a professor of sculpture at the University of Nebraska judged the submissions.
The sculpture is a game board that uses plastic Indians as game pieces. The board has photographs framing it: Those on the corners depict various Indian chiefs, and the others depict society’s stereotypes of Native American culture. For example, one photograph shows a sign that reads “Beer not sold to Indians.” Each photograph represents a space upon which the fictional player moves.   
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“This piece relates to my own life because it is a reflection of my heritage as a Native American,” Pena said. “It is a materialization of my thoughts regarding where the Native American culture is in contemporary society.”
Pena learned about the exhibition from Katherine Liontas-Warren, associate professor of art and Pena’s printmaking instructor. 
“Entering national and prestigious exhibitions will provide Alex with hands-on experience in showcasing his artworks on a professional level,” Liontas-Warren said. “This is a wonderful opportunity for him to exhibit his art with other professional artists throughout the nation. Also, this will allow him to prepare his resume with professional activities for graduate studies.”
For the artist, being selected for the exhibition is more than just an honor; it is also a validation of his work.
“Having a work selected for this exhibit really solidifies my determination to continue my art and validates my artistic efforts,” Pena said. 
The selection of his sculpture for the Salon is one of many collegiate milestones for Pena, who is an Oklahoma Academic Scholar, a PLUS student, a Laura Fields Scholarship recipient and a McMahon Scholar. In addition, he has taught classes for the Omega Art Workshops held during the summer and currently serves as reporter for the CU Art Guild.  
Pena’s sculpture was displayed alongside works designed by undergraduate and graduate students in all art forms from across the nation. 
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