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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 15, 2005
Cameron University adds four endowments 
Several Cameron University alumni and supporters continued a legacy of giving back to the university through the establishment of four new endowed lectureships.

The endowments were officially implemented when the University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents approved them at their recent meeting. 
The four new endowed lectureships include the Wesley and Mary Sue Silk Endowed Lectureship in Agricultural Science; the James Eddie Phillips Endowed Lectureship in Mathematical Sciences; the Gladys “Slats” Patton Endowed Lectureship in Health and Physical Education; and the Tina Solomon Endowed Lectureship in Communications.
“Cameron University is honored by this generosity,” President Cindy Ross said. “I thank each of the individuals whose graciousness will forever aid Cameron in its mission to provide the highest quality education for students.” 
The Regents also approved Cameron’s request to apply for matching funds for each lectureship from the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. Before the four lectureships were submitted to the State Regents, the initial $12,500 gift was matched by the McCasland Foundation of Duncan. The new $25,000 endowments were then submitted to the State Regents to be matched, creating a $50,000 endowment. 
“These endowments result in increased learning opportunities for Cameron students including undergraduate student research, internships and the chance to learn from distinguished visiting lecturers,” said Gary Buckley, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs. 
(over)

Endowments, ADD ONE

Cameron boasts 47 endowed positions (lectureships, faculty positions and chairs) – more than any other regional university and trails only the University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University among all state colleges and universities.
“I am extremely proud of Cameron’s exceptional level of sustained growth in the field of endowments,” Ross said. “We have a committed and caring base of alumni and supporters who continue to provide Cameron University students with increased opportunities.” 
Below are brief bios on each of the donors: 

Wesley and Mary Sue Silk have distinguished themselves as educators in the Lawton community. Mrs. Silk is a Fellow of the Oklahoma Academy of Science, former state president of the Oklahoma Education Association and former president of Kappa Kappa Iota Educators Sorority. Mr. Silk has had a prestigious public school career as a teacher, administrator and school board member. He is particularly noted for his commitment to advancing agricultural education in the Lawton Public Schools. The Silks donated this gift to encourage the study of agricultural science at Cameron University. 
James Eddie Phillips was a Cameron University mathematics professor for more than 20 years. During that time, Phillips established a reputation as a caring teacher who demanded the best from his students. He was known among his fellow professors as one who could successfully teach math to the least prepared students. Phillips was also a farmer and an environmentalist and served on the Oklahoma Conservation Commission. He posthumously received the Governor’s Award as an “Oklahoma Water Pioneer.” This endowed lectureship is donated by his family and friends and will be used to advance the study of mathematics. 
Gladys “Slats” Patton is being honored by her son-in-law and daughter, Brig. Gen. (Ret.) William and Diane Bilo. Patton was a star player on the Chattanooga High School girls’ basketball team in the mid-1920’s. She was a wife and homemaker, mother and grandmother; she won many awards for her canning and sewing; enjoyed traveling; was a leader in her church; and was a life-long fan and supporter of Oklahoma sports of all types and at all levels. The Patton lectureship is in Health and Physical Education.
(more)

Endowments, ADD TWO

Tina Solomon attended Cameron University as a communications major and competed on the debate team. She is currently Vice President for Operations for Countrywide Mortgage, Inc. in Tampa, Fla. She established this lectureship in support of the communications department and the debate team. She credits her educational experiences at Cameron University with her professional and personal success and wishes to provide these types of experiences for other students. 
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