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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 1, 2006
Cameron University receives $600,000 
gift from McCasland Foundation of Duncan
Cameron University officials formally accepted a $600,000 gift from the McCasland Foundation of Duncan during a special ceremony today at Cameron University-Duncan.

The McCasland Foundation’s $600,000 donation is the first major gift in the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign, an $8.5 million development initiative launched as part of Cameron’s Centennial Observance. Cameron will celebrate its 100th birthday during the 2008-2009 academic year. 
The McCasland gift will be applied toward the construction of the new $6.5 million student activities complex, the cornerstone project of the Changing Lives campaign. 
“We are honored to receive such a generous gift,” President Cindy Ross said. “Cameron University and the McCasland Foundation have formed a lasting partnership that has provided countless opportunities to Cameron students. We are grateful for their continued confidence and support.”

Barbara Braught, Executive Director of the McCasland Foundation, presented Ross the donation at the ceremony attended by community leaders, local officials, and Cameron students. 

“Cameron has made a commitment to changing the lives of students, and the McCasland Foundation is committed to supporting those efforts,” Braught said. “We are proud of our strong relationship and, as Cameron prepares for its second century, we want the university to know that the McCasland Foundation will continue to provide vital private support.” 
(over)

McCasland Foundation, ADD ONE
With this gift, the McCasland Foundation has provided more than $2.5 million in funding and pledges to Cameron University. The foundation’s donations have provided critical funding for such projects as the initiation of the CU graduate program in 1998, capital campaign backing for the Sciences Complex, the lead gift for the Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES), support for KCCU and the Southwest Area Health Education Center, and now the lead gift for the student activities complex.
The McCasland Foundation has also established endowed chairs in the nationally recognized tri-annual festival program and the educational leadership master’s degree program. Additionally, one of the most significant and lasting contributions from the McCasland Foundation has been its tremendous support of Cameron’s endowed faculty lectureship program. 

Through the McCasland Foundation Challenge Grants, the foundation matches the initial donation of $12,500 to form a $25,000 lectureship, which is then matched by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education (OSRHE) to form a $50,000 endowment. The McCasland Foundation has provided matching gifts for 36 of Cameron’s endowed lectureships. 

“These lectureships provide Cameron University students and faculty members with educational opportunities that are not available at other universities,” Ross said. “Through our partnership with the McCasland Foundation and the OSRHE, Cameron has the largest number of endowed faculty positions of any regional university in the state.” 

When the “multiplier effect” of the endowed positions is taken into account, the grand total of gifts from the McCasland Foundation to Cameron University exceeds $4 million. 
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