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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 28, 2006
Underwood selected as Dean of Liberal Arts
Von Underwood, Ph.D., has been selected as Dean of Cameron University’s School of Liberal Arts, according to President Cindy Ross. 

Ross cited Underwood’s commitment to student learning and high quality programs, including the development of a comprehensive honors program as key factors in his selection.
Underwood, who has served as interim Dean during the 2005-2006 academic year, will take on the role permanently effective July 1, 2006. The Board of Regents for The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University approved the appointment today during its regularly scheduled meeting, held at the Samuel R. Noble Foundation in Ardmore. 

“Dr. Underwood performed exceptionally well throughout the past year in the interim capacity,” said Gary Buckley, Vice President for Academic Affairs. “He will provide excellent leadership for the School of Liberal Arts.” 
Underwood came to Cameron in the fall of 1988 as a member of the department of English. He has since become a full Professor of English, Director of Cameron’s Honors Program and Coordinator for the British Studies Program. Underwood was also instrumental in developing the relationship between Cameron University and the Lawton Philharmonic Orchestra, which culminated in the LPO's return performance this spring. 
“It has been wonderful this past year to serve as Interim Dean, to work with faculty and students, and administrators on campus, and with Cameron’s partners and constituencies in the community,” Underwood said. 
(over)

Underwood, ADD ONE
“Cameron is entering a period of dynamic growth and transformation, in which the creative energies of the whole university community will be involved. It is an honor and a pleasure to be able to serve as the Dean of the School of Liberal Arts in a period of such importance and promise,” he said.
Underwood received his bachelor of arts in international studies and philosophy from the University of North Carolina in 1972. He went on to earn a master of arts degree in Creative Writing a doctorate’s degree in comparative literature from Boston University.
Underwood has received numerous accolades throughout his career, including Educator of the Year in Humanities (1997) from the Lawton Arts and Humanities Council and the Sigma Tau Delta Professor of the Year Award (1993). He is also a recipient of the First National Award for the Promotion of Excellence in Higher Education from the Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society. 
Additionally, Underwood has published a book, authored dozens of articles and translations, and presented at numerous national conventions.
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