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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 23, 2005

Glenn Miller Orchestra sets performance 

Six decades after his passing, Glenn Miller’s legacy lives on.

Through timeless reminders of the Swing era, such as the genteel “Moonlight Serenade” or the bluesy “Tuxedo Junction,” Miller’s music has been the soundtrack to the lives of several generations. Today, his classic big band sound continues to swell in popularity. 

Next month, the Glenn Miller Orchestra will bring its orchestra styling to Southwest Oklahoma for a one-night-only performance. Presented by KCCU-FM, Cameron University’s National Public Radio affiliate, the show will take place at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 8, at the McMahon Auditorium, located at 801 NW Ferris in Lawton. 

"Glenn Miller's music can evoke warm waves of nostalgia and that special sound has been an international phenomenon for more than half a century,” said Michael Leal, KCCU program director. “And when it is played by brilliant young musicians under the direction of a master leader, it reconfirms that Miller's music has no time limitations.”

Under the direction of Larry O'Brien, the 19-member band will perform many arrangements from Miller's heyday, such as "String of Pearls" and "In the Mood." 

“These are tunes that have been around for a long time, and that will be around for much longer," O’Brien said, who added that the orchestra has more than 1,400 arrangements in its library. 
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The orchestra also will feature a few songs with a vocalist before returning to the Miller standards. The show will close with a rousing, full-orchestra finale. 

The legendary Glenn Miller was one of the most successful of all the dance bandleaders back in the Swing era of the 1930s and 1940s. A matchless string of hit records, the constant impact of radio broadcasts and the drawing power built and sustained the momentum of his popularity.

Miller disbanded his group in 1942 when he enlisted in the Army. He formed a military band and performed hundreds of concerts for World War II GI’s fighting in Europe. On a flight to Paris in 1944, Miller’s plane disappeared.
Miller’s death did not bring an end of his orchestra. Continuing popular demand prompted the Miller Estate to authorize the formation of the present Glenn Miller Orchestra in 1956 under the direction of drummer Ray McKinley, who had become the unofficial leader of the Army Air Force Band after Miller's disappearance. 

Since then, other leaders have followed McKinley, including clarinetists Buddy DeFranco and Peanuts Hucko, trumpeter Dick Lowenthal, drummer Clem DeRosa, tenor saxophonist Dick Gerhart and trombonists Buddy Morrow, and Jimmy Henderson.

KCCU general manager Mark Norman said the Glenn Miller Orchestra is still one of the sought-after big band in the world, just as it was in Miller’s day. 

“The current popularity of swing music should draw a large audience to the concert, and many younger listeners are requesting KCCU to sponsor more big band concerts,” he said. 

KCCU recently hosted the Tommy Dorsey Big Band Orchestra in October 2004. These events serve as fundraising activities to help purchase musical programs for the publicly supported station.

All seats are reserved, and advance tickets are $10 and $12.50. Tickets will be available the day of the concert for $15.  To purchase tickets in advance, call or visit the McMahon Box Office from 8 a.m. until noon and 1-5 p.m. weekdays at 580/581-3472. 
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KCCU has seven frequencies serving the Texas-Oklahoma area: Lawton-Fort Sill-Duncan (89.3 and 102.9 FM); Wichita Falls (88.7 FM); Clinton, Weatherford and Elk City (89.1 FM); Ardmore (90.3 FM); Chickasha (100.1 FM) and Altus (90.1 FM).  
Founded in 1989, KCCU-FM has an audience of more than 35,000 listeners. It is the only station in Southwest Oklahoma and northern Texas with a 24-hour news and classical music format. The station is an affiliate of National Public Radio, Public Radio International and American Public Media.
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