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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 23, 2004

(NOTE TO BROADCASTERS: Pronunciation of CETES is SEE-tiss.)
Executive director selected to lead work
of technology and entrepreneurial center at CU
Peter Abramo has been selected to become the executive director of Cameron University’s Center of Emerging Technologies and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES).
The Board of Regents for the University of Oklahoma, Cameron and Rogers State University confirmed the appointment Wednesday during its June meeting in Lawton. 
Abramo, who has lengthy experience in marketing research and consultation services for entrepreneurs and small businesses, earned his Ph.D. from Temple University and also holds degrees from Villanova University and Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
“We are extremely pleased to find someone of Dr. Abramo’s caliber to lead the work of CETES,” said CU president Cindy Ross. “Cameron has made a commitment to the community to take the lead in the development of new technologies and to assist Southwest Oklahoma’s entrepreneurs in the development of their ideas.  Dr. Abramo will play a critical role in the success of this effort.”
Abramo’s appointment becomes effective Aug. 30.
Abramo’s work in the private sector includes serving as executive director of the business analytics group for LifeCycle Ventures, and as executive director of TVG – two companies owned by PDI, Inc.    While with
(over)
abramo, ADD ONE
PDI, Abramo was closely involved in the development of business strategies, marketing research, proposal development, business analysis, promotions development and global branding. 
He has also worked as a consultant providing marketing expertise to small private companies.
Abramo served as an adjunct professor at Cameron for the past year. During that time, he developed a comprehensive marketing plan for the university’s expanding array of online degree programs.
"I believe that CETES will be instrumental in developing high-tech businesses in Southwest Oklahoma,” Abramo said.  “I am excited by the opportunity to apply my broad business experience to the center and be a part of an endeavor that will be so beneficial to the community.”
Cameron’s technology and entrepreneurial center is a multipurpose facility designed to become a catalyst for the development and growth of the state’s knowledge-based industries. The center will use state-of-the-art technology and the expertise of faculty to develop a trained workforce and provide support services for fledgling industries to boost their chances of success.
CETES is a result of recommendations by the “Smart Economy Task Force, a group assembled by the City of Lawton to develop a strategy to improve Southwest Oklahoma’s economy. A task force recommendation to develop new technology-based industries gained momentum in 2003 when a policy study conducted at the request of Oklahoma Gov. Brad Henry indicated that the state’s higher education institutions should become more actively involved with local business communities. Together, they should establish the systems, structures and knowledge necessary to grow high-paying and high-performance companies involving new technologies.
Cameron raised $2.5 million in private donations to fund construction of the first phase of the facility. Renovations to the university’s former Physical Science Building are in full swing, with plans calling for opening in Spring 2005.
When completed, CETES will house Cameron’s rapidly growing multimedia instructional design department, as well as a multi-cell technology-oriented incubator to sustain new companies.  This incubator 
 (more)
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can grow and nurture as many as a dozen start-up companies by providing technological support, assist in identifying angel and venture capital networking and the entrepreneurial development skills necessary for success.  
Client companies will be provided space for conferences, meetings and product demonstrations.  Faculty will provide expertise in finance, strategic planning, business law, marketing, entrepreneurial studies, accounting, business plan development, technology and communication.  An in-house support team will provide assistance with proposal preparation.
This fall, Lawton voters will have a chance to finance an expansion of CETES, which will include a business networking center, a data disaster recovery system and a back-up emergency operations center. The $1.5 million addition will be funded through the City of Lawton’s 2005 Capital Improvement Program. The proposal calls for funding the project by extending a current ad valorem tax.
Future phases in the development of CETES include the addition of a business conference facility and a center for regional economic development.
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