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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 30, 2006
CU speech and debate team places fourth at national tournament; Fort wins big
Whatever you do, don’t debate Zach Fort. He’s simply the one of the best in the nation and he has the hardware to prove it. 
Fort, senior speech communications major from Mannford, led Cameron University’s speech and debate team to a fourth place finish at the Pi Kappa Delta National Tournament, while at the same time claiming the National Championship in three individual events: Varsity Debate, Programmed Oral Interpretation, and Prose Interpretation. 

The Pi Kappa Delta National Tournament was held this month in Tennessee and featured 40 of the top regional and private colleges and universities from around the nation. Fort bested more than 48 of the country’s best speakers to win Varsity Debate category, and took second place overall in the all-around individual events competition. 
“Our team achievement and Zach’s individual awards are great accomplishments, especially considering the high quality of competition at the national tournament,” said Tyler Thornton, M.A., director of forensics, and speech and debate coach at Cameron. “Cameron University students consistently compete at the regional and national levels; that speaks to the quality of students we have at this university.” 
Other Cameron students receiving awards were Sarah Collins, senior communications major from Lawton, with semifinals honors in the Informative and Persuasive Speaking categories. Jonathan Hooks, sophomore communications major from Duncan, was a finalist in Prose and a semifinalist in Poetry. 
(over)

Speech and Debate team, ADD ONE
Kamaya Ousley, junior communications major from Fort Sill, was also a semifinalist in Poetry and Programmed Oral Interpretation. Malinda Rust, sophomore speech communication major from Lawton, was a semifinalist in Impromptu Speaking, which was the largest individual event with 103 entries. As a semifinalist in Impromptu Speaking, Rust earned a spot in the top 10 percent of all competitors. 
Freshman Cathryn Good, psychology major from Tipton, was in finals of Dramatic Interpretation and semifinals of Programmed Oral Interpretation. 
In the varsity division of team debate, Fort and Collins placed in the quarterfinals, while the team of Good and Lauren Barbour, freshman history major from Lawton, were quarterfinalists in the junior division. 

 

“We accomplished great team and individual success this year because all of the students worked hard together,” Thornton said. “Special recognition goes to Seniors Zach Fort and Sarah Collins who maintained strong leadership throughout the year. They provided constant moral support and strong examples of success, which encouraged the rest of the team to be successful.”  
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